
USED CAR BUYING CHECKLIST

Windshield free of cracks

Body panel colors match  

No panel irregularities

Door and boot seals in tact

No paint chips or variations

No upholstery wear and tear

Windshields wipers and blades 

fully functional

Headlights and directional lights

intact and functional

Seats unworn and free of cracks

All doors open and close freely

No dashboard warning lights 

remain illuminated

Air conditioner and heater works

Power windows operate properly

Headlights, including brights, 

work properly

All seats adjust and seat belts 

work properly

Sunroof, car alarm, stereo work 

properly if installed

All the keys for the car

Service book, owner’s manual and 

log book

Free of fluid or oil leaks

Battery terminals free of corrosion

Oil dip stick free of dark, black oil

Door and boot seals in tact

Free of odors while engine is running 

Exhaust pipe emissions are neither 

blue or black

Oil filler neck not coated with thick, 

black deposits

Engine VIN and body no’s to match 

with registration

Vehicle does not drift to one side 

without prodding

Vehicle is stable; no shaking or 

vibrating

No grinding noises when applying 

brakes

Parking brake engages and 

disengages freely

Each gear shifts smoothly

No grinding noises when in reverse

Transmission neither slips nor delays 

when driving

No clicking or clunking when turning

Info on deactivating alarm if any

Info on hidden switch if any

EXTERIOR

EXTERIOR

BEFORE YOU DRIVE, MAKE SURE TO CHECK

ENGINE

ENGINE


